Frequently Asked Questions
Are donations to Project WOO tax deductible and what is the tax ID
number? Yes! Project Wave of Optimism is a 501c(3) registered non-profit and
all donations are tax deductible. Our tax ID number is 35-2276095
What are the different fundraising options and how should I choose? If you
have recently decided to come spend 3-6 months with us for our internship
program and have decided to fundraise for the $1200 donation requirement, we
recommend using IndieGoGo (https://www.indiegogo.com/) or CrowdRise
(https://www.crowdrise.com/). Get creative! Use photos and videos. Reach out to
everyone you know. You will be surprised how many people will support your
cause.
Should the money go directly to WOO or me? There are several things to
consider when deciding whether to have your fundraising money go directly to
WOO or to your own bank account. First and foremost, all donations that go
directly to WOO are tax deductible. They are NOT tax deductible if they go
directly to you. You need to be clear with your donors on this. We also ask that
you are very clear in the language you use when asking potential donors to
support your cause. For example, if you have the fundraising dollars go directly
into your bank account, then they are not directly supporting WOO programs,
they are supporting your trip. This means you could use this money to cover your
flight, taxi from the airport, lunch expenses, and any other living/travel expenses
that you may incur while you are here. If you have the money go to WOO, then
that money is going directly into WOO programming, and you are still responsible
for covering the above mentioned expenses (basically, anything extra aside from
your homestay and 2 meals per day in the home that WOO covers).
Where can donors mail a check? All checks can be mailed to Trent Gordon,
780A Sanches St. San Francisco, CA 94129
What are the accommodations and food like? Accommodations here are very
basic. You can expect a private room with a bed, mosquito net, fan, and locking
door. Some of the homes have indoor plumbing while others use latrines and
outdoor showers. There is no hot water, a/c, or internet in the homestays. It is
modest living, but we promise it’s comfortable! Rice and beans are a staple here
in Central America. Gallopinto is a typical dish (rice and beans mixed together
and fried). Fish, eggs, chicken or beef are typically served on the side. Corn
tortillas and fried plantains are also very typical. You can find delicious fresh

juices, fruits, and vegetables around as well. We say “live like a local, eat like a
local!” You will certainly find differences and things to get used to but please be
open-minded and respectful. Homestay moms take a lot of pride in cooking for
their guests. Homestays can accommodate vegetarians, allergies, or other
dietary restrictions, please just let us know beforehand!
How will I get from the Managua Airport to Gigante? Please refer to the PreDeparture and Arrival packet on the website for options.
Do I have to pay for any airport entry or exit taxes? Yes. A 90-day tourist visa
for Nicaragua is $10 USD paid at the airport.
Is Gigante safe? Gigante is a safe community, however, just with any foreign
country or city, always be aware of your surroundings. Keep your valuables
locked up in your room or feel free to use the WOO safe located at our office. We
require all volunteers to be in their homestays by dark so as to avoid walking at
night.
What is the typical day to day like? We tailor itineraries based on the
community and the group’s needs. You can expect each day to be packed with
an immersion activity and/or a service project, plus fun beach/surf time! We ask
you to be flexible, as things can sometimes change last minute based on the
weather or the community’s needs.
What age group is best suited for the volunteer program? We can work with
volunteers of various ages! Typically high school or college-age is our most
popular for weeklong immersion groups. Our internships are geared more
towards professionals or those with some college experience.
What level of Spanish is required? To participate in our internship program, we
require an advanced level of Spanish. This includes reading, writing, and
speaking. For our weeklong immersion programs, no Spanish is required! All
levels are welcome.

